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Trying Times!

It's that time of the term again, when students carry thick, dusty textbooks and battered notebooks around the campus
looking as if they were actually imbibing some Rnowledge (perfiaps through osmosis) from them. We do, hiowever, see some
boys enjoying Trials as they give up the struggle and loaf around the tuck shop. We also see othiers who have already
memorised their course-work three times over and are reciting whole chapters to themsefves. And then, there is the third
category that has not made significant inroads into the syllabus to be covered, but who still refuse to give up. Their books
remain open right till the last few seconds before the Trial and by the end of u, they still haven't progressed much. The
Doon School Weekfy presents a cross-section of opinion regarding the dreaded ‘T" time

Shashvat Dhandania (D form): [ have been here fora
month now, and the fact that I am going to take Trials for the
first ime 1s making me nervous. There is a lot of pressure,
and the pressure comes from within. 1 know that the first
impression is the last one and that these Trals will lay the
foundation for my development as an all-round character in
school. My family members are expecting a good result from
me, and [ must be able to live up to those expectations.

Kanishka Malik (C form): [ consider Trals as a time
when a boy does his last important task for the term; when

on paper that will have a deep impression on our lives, and it is
high time that we should get down to some real studying,

Sriyash Kishorepuria (A form): Trials are an inseparable
part of every term, and their being placed at the end of every
term does not, in any way, reflect their importance. Trials fulfill
two important requirements: firstly, it prepares us for the “all-
important’ Board examinations that we will take at some point
in time, and it tests our knowledge. Both of these are an inte-
gral part of any educational system in the world: the exams and
the actual process of learning. Trials give us a fair idea of where
we are lacking, and how we can improve. It is that tme of the
term when we are all trying our very best to study

Kanishka Agarwal (S form): Not having to take Trals is
great; but, truly, if T had a chance, I'd probably give Trals this
term, anyway. I think the biggest problem with the eleventh
grade is the huge course and its complexity. It is a big jump,
and it is not easy to cope with all of that. There would be two
advantages for S formers, if they were to give Trials: first, all the
aspirants of the Scholar’s Blazer would find it easier to earn
their internal points and second, less of the course would be
covered, thereby making us feel a lot more comfortable. There
15, of course, a certain amount of pleasure that I derive from
studying other people’s misfortunes in the light of my ad-
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when a boy does his last important task for the term; when
he puts in everything he has after working for three and a
half months. I consider it to be an apt ending to a segment
of our academic year. It is only after we give our Trals that
we can truly say that the term is over. Frequent visits to the
Tuck Shop and super-saturation of the brain are what Trals
are condensed to,

Arnav Sahu (B form): Tnals are the things we dread
the most, and | despise the monotonous drudgery that one
has to go through dunng this period. 1t is just like another
spart, where the competition marks the end for that sport in
the term. The only difference is that Trials are a lot more

Let’s We all know that it is the digits panted

studying other people’s misfortunes in the light of my ad-
vantages. In that one week, when the rest of school will be
slogging it out, [ will be able to go to bed early and not work
very hard, and whenever I think of that, I feel delighted.

Ankit Durga (Sc form): The first thing that I think of
when we talk about Trials is the futility of the entire system.
I mean, how can one boil down a whole term or a whole
year’s experience of learning to one ‘final test’”? We are con-
stantly reminded of the importance of Trials and the im-
pact that it is going to have on our lives, but even these
reminders are overshadowed by our overwhelming desise ta
go back home. And that is where Trials end: where the
thought of holidays begin!
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REGULARS

DEBATING DUES
Shikhar Singh, Ashish Mitter, Vivaan Shah and Chinmay
Sharoia represented the school in the 12th Slater Memo-
rial Debates held at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla, from
May 2 to May 5. Vivaan Shah won Second Best Speaker
awards, while Ashish Mitter won Second Best and Third
Best Speaker prizes. Shikhar Singh was adjudged the Best
Speaker of the Debates and set a record by winning six
Best Speaker awards Well done! A report runs in this
Issue.

CrLAsH oF WiITS

The following are the result of the Inter-House Chess
Competition for Seniors held from Apxil 20 to May 7:
1st: Kashmir and Tata (51 points)

3rd: Jaipur (44 points)

LITERARY ACCOLADES

The following is the results of the Shankar Dayal Sharma
English Essay Writing Competition for Juniors:

1st: Amnav Sahu

2nd: Revant Nayar

The following are the results of the B.P. Chandola En-
glish Essay Writing Competition, 2007:

1st: Eeshaan Pun

2nd: Gaurav Sood

Congratulations!

Quiz MANIA

Saurabh Tiwan, Eeshaan Tiwary and Vishnukaant Pitty
represented the school at the Scholar’s Home Quiz held
on May 5. The Doon School was placed fourth in the
competition.
Music PERFORMANCE

There was a music presentation by Pt. Prateek Chowdhary
on the sitar and Ustad Akram Khan on the tabla at the
Rose Bowl on May 5. This was a SPIC MACAY presenta-
tion. The concert featured Raga Rageshwan, and the bril-
liant performance was interspersed with comments and ex-
planations by the artiste, 1o enable an already-enthralled
audience understand the intricare structure of a raga.
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My infections disease ir not contagions.
Vahin Khosla spreads the word.
1 meed to go for a bair facal
Samaay Mangalgiri has a close shave.

I will only say @ single word — Move out’!

VKL is terse.

Alexander Gama Bell invented Penicillin.
Manuk Nalin Singh dials a wrong number.
No, Alexcander Flemingbell did.

NRK takes the call

T will talk to you a bundred years ago.

Ujjwal Khanna, centurion,

I waked up at twelve midnight in the morning,
Animesh Gupta racks 'round the clock.
Werite ‘topéc’ with T.

Abhaas Shah, conscientious to a ‘t".

They are going for the squash Grand Slam.
Devashish Agarwal thinks big

There is no funny in this.

MNP, missing the hamour.

Opinion Poll

Which do you prefer watching: Hindi
movies or English movies?

English
Hindi

Next week’s question: Do you think the new report card|
system is better than the previous one?

CAaNADIAN CALL

Adin Diwan from the Mount Allison Academy, Canada,
visited the campus on April 16, while other representatives
from Canadian institutions, namely, Acadia University,
Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Cape Breton Uni-
versity and St. Mary’s University were on campus on
April 19. They had interactive sessions on arts, sciences,
commerce, environment and agnculture-related courses
with the S and Sc form boys.

CAREER CALL
The carcers’ notice board will focus on Medicine

rhia .u:'—.nl.r Al marsnmal dastenee shanld dalairals
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T'I'IE.CIII:EH' notice board will focus on Medicine
this week.  All potential doctors should definitely
look it up.
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Success at Slater’s

Chinmay Sharma recounts a debating experience in Shimla

Shikhar Singh, Ashish Mitter, Vivaan Shah and 1,
along with STB, travelled to Shimla for the 12th Rev.
Slater Memorial English Debates to be held at Bishop
Cotton School. Bishop Cotton, for those who haven't
seen it, is a boarding school, which is spread vertically
up a steep hillside. This naturally entails a lot of hiking
up and down the campus if one needs to go anywhere.
We were escorted to our dorms, which we were to share
with boys from various schools, who, too, would be
competing in the Debates. As fate would have 1, 1t
was a long way down the hill. However, taking this in
our stride, we got ready for our ‘campaign’.

Truth be told, we had quite modest expectations at
the beginning of the Debates. But, 1t was a still a shock
when the Shri Ram School, over whom we had expected
to win easily, defeated us in the first debate itself. We
were speaking for the motion that stated “Indians are
not lovers of sports™. In a way, this shock treatment
did us a world of good, as it rurned out. We picked
ourselves up, dusted ourselves down, put our minds to
the task at hand and treated all further opposition with
a bit of wariness. In rthe next debate, held on the same
day, we won against the Mayo Girls’ College. The topic
under fire here was: “Pakistan is the beneficiary of its
terrorist incursions”. Speaking against the topic, our
team put forth a convincing argument and from then
onwards there was no looking back. As more debates
progressed, our tally of wins (and Shikhar’s of Best
Speaker Awards) also went up. The last pre-quarter
final debate was against RIMC. We had to speak against
the motion that read “Children learn more when they
begin schooling early”. Our victory in this round saw
us enter the quarter finals. But, it was only after the
quarter final win against the La Martniere Girls' School,
Lucknow, (Topic: “Schools cannot be held responsible
for each member of their alumni”, Stand: against) did
we start thinking that maybe we could win this compe-
uton. After defeating Welham Girls” School in the semi
finals, our dream seemed set to turn into reality. There
was a heated argument on the topic that read "Over-
come evil with good — casier said than done”, and we
had the difficult 1ask of speaking against the motion,
but, once again, our team emerged victorious. Our last
challenge was against Vasant Valley School and the topic
being debated was "News channels have become ‘news

Looking back on the whole trip, there are moments
that will keep replaying themsclves in my head.
Shikhar’s rebuttals, our brainstorming sessions, which
would continue dll midnight, the gathering at Chipu’s
(the amazing BCS mck shop), almost every team mem-
ber succumbing to the sudden cold wave, "Diosco Mi-
graine’ being played on our arrival to faze us (which 1t
didn't), and the camaraderie and sporting spint berween
the competing teams, will be just some of them. We
probably wouldn’t have made it as far as we did if it
had not been for the help that we received from al-
most everyone. STB, with her useful points and food
supplements, and not to forget, the ‘thought arullery’
comprising NRK, DEB, PKB, PCH and PDT. It would
have been hard going without their inputs.

A win at Slater’s after a ten year hiatus felt really
good, and T hope the legacy will continue.

Letter to the Editor

Announcement Angst

Lunch comes at the end of a gruelling session of
academics, and one looks forward to a relaxed meal,
chatting with friends. I do acknowledge thatit is also
a convenient time to make announcements, but, of
late, there have been too many of these. Itis not just
the number of announcements that disturbs the lunch
break, but also their length. Seemingly endless lists
of roll numbers are called out, which certainly does
not aid in the digestive process. Many of us stop eat-
ing to concentrate on those numbers. Some time ago,
a notice board was put up outside the CDH to cut
down the number of announcements made at lunch.
However, the system didn't work as hardly anyone paid
attention to it. Perhaps we could put up the longer
announcements on the board, and make a short an-
nouncement addressing the concerned parties to look
up the board for further details. This will certainly
go a long way in ensuring a more congenial dining
atmosphere.

(Rohit Khandelwal)

Tricky Trivia
1 Vedont Chandro 1
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being debated was "News channels have become ‘news Vedant (handro
creators' rather than news reporters”. We had to op- I Can you arrange ten coins in five lines so |

pose this moton and using the remainder of our en- . : 1
ergy and ideas, we managed to bag the final victory. ko _t_hﬂ EELEiIc;fEUI_CEIH_S l_n Eﬂﬂ]kﬂi?_
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